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What  Does  “Difficult”  &  “Conflict”  Mean?  
1.   Difficult  means  causing  conflict.  
2.   Conflict  means  quarrelsome,  opposition,  strife,  fighting,  and  arguing.  

  
Matthew  7:1  –  5  (AMPC)  

1Do  not  judge  and  criticize  and  condemn  others,  so  that  you  may  not  be  judged  and  criticized  and  
condemned  yourselves.  

2  For  just  as  you  judge  and  criticize  and  condemn  others,  you  will  be  judged  and  criticized  and  
condemned,  and  in  accordance  with  the  measure  you  [use  to]  deal  out  to  others,  it  will  be  dealt  out  
again  to  you.  

3  Why  do  you  [a]stare  from  without  at  the  [b]very  small  particle  that  is  in  your  brother’s  eye  but  do  not  
become  aware  of  and  consider  the  beam  [c]of  timber  that  is  in  your  own  eye?  

4  Or  how  can  you  say  to  your  brother,  Let  me  get  the  tiny  particle  out  of  your  eye,  when  there  is  the  
beam  [d]of  timber  in  your  own  eye?  

5  You  hypocrite,  first  get  the  beam  of  timber  out  of  your  own  eye,  and  then  you  will  see  clearly  to  take  
the  tiny  particle  out  of  your  brother’s  eye.  

Ways  To  Deal  With  Difficult  People:  
1.   Restoration  in  relationships.  

•   Every  person  must  deal  with  difficult  people.  
•   Learn  how  to  deal  with  difficult  people.    

  
2.   Reconciliation  

•   Restoration  in  relationships.  
  

3.   New  relationships  
•   God-ordained  and  God-given  relationships.  
•   We  must  nurture  our  relationships  that  we  have  before  God  will  bring  new  
relationships  into  our  life.  

•   Nurturing  relationships  empowers  relationships.  



•   Every  time  God  wants  to  bless  you,  He  will  bring  a  new  relationship  into  
your  life.    

  
  
  
How  To  Deal  With  Difficult  People:  
1.   Hinders  my  fellowship  with  God.  

•   Hinders  hearing  from  God  when  in  conflict.  
•   Be  a  peace  maker  not  a  trouble  maker.  

  
2.   Spiritual  damage.  

•   Make  progress  and  be  productive.  
  

3.   Blocks  God’s  blessings.  
  
4.   Unanswered  prayers.    
    

Attributes  of  Difficult  People:    
1.   Hurting.  
2.   Live  in  disappointments.  
3.   Unmet  needs.  
  

Relationship  Skills  To  Learn:  
1.   Go  to  God  before  you  go  to  the  person.  

•   Stop  criticizing  and  gossiping.  
•   Stop  judging  and  condemning.  
•   God  will  bring  revelation  and  clarity.  

  
2.   Don’t  look  at  the  little  mistakes.  

•   Stop  focusing  on  the  flaws.  
•   Become  aware  of  your  own  issues  and  flaws.    

  
3.   Dedicate  your  personality  to  God.  

•   Learn  how  to  deal  with  difficult  people  to  move  forward  in  your  life.  
  

4.   Don’t  judge.  
  

5.   Don’t  criticize.    
  
Discussion  Questions:  
1.  What  are  ways  to  deal  with  difficult  people?  

  
2.   How  can  you  implement  relationship  skills  into  your  life?  What  are  the  benefits  of  
learning  these  skills?  


