O churck-rock

WHY PRAY? PART 4

Matthew 6:6

MAIN TAKEAWAY
Before we can see a spiritual renewal in our life, our family, and church, we must return to
prayer personally and corporately.

KEY SCRIPTURES & TAKEAWAYS
1. Close the door.

a. Matthew 6:6 KJV “But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when
thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father
which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly.”

b. 2Kings 4:4 KJV “And when thou art come in, thou shalt shut the door upon thee
and upon thy sons, and shalt pour out into all those vessels, and thou shalt set
aside that which is full.”

c. Closethe doorto distractions, so that God can open up the Heavens over your
life. A distracted Christian is a defeated Christian.

2. Go therejustto “be there”.

a. Exodus24:12 KJV “And the Lord said unto Moses, Come up to me into the
mount, and be there: and | will give thee tables of stone, and a law, and
commandments which | have written; that thou mayest teach them.”

b. Showupto delight in God’s Presence, not to complete a checklist.

3. Remember that God will reward in public what you practice in private.

a. Matthew 6:4 KJV “That thine alms may be in secret: and thy Father which seeth
in secret himself shall reward thee openly.”

b. Private devotion fuels the physical move of God.

4. Prioritize your alone time with God.

a. Luke 10:38-42 KJV Now it came to pass, as they went, that he entered into a
certain village: and a certain woman named Martha received him into her
house. ¥ And she had a sister called Mary, which also sat at Jesus' feet, and
heard his word. 4°But Martha was cumbered about much serving, and came to
him, and said, Lord, dost thou not care that my sister hath left me to serve
alone? bid her therefore that she help me. 4 And Jesus answered and said unto
her, Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled about many things: “2But one
thing is needful: and Mary hath chosen that good part, which shall not be taken
away from her.



b. It’s notabout Mary vs. Martha; it’s about Mary before Martha. Sitting at Jesus’
feet should be priority, before any system, any task, and anything in our day.

REFLECT & REVISIT
Go back and read Matthew 6:6. Reflect on how Jesus taught of the importance of having

that private, intimate time with the Lord. Build your “closed-door” rhythm, start with 20

minutes each day this week with the following:
1. Place & time: choose a room and a time, remove any distraction.

2. Plan:
a. Start with a worship song and praise God.

b. Read a passage and pray the Word.
c. Intercede for your family, friends, church and the lost.
3. Protectit: Don’t let anyone rob you of your quiet time, let your family know that time

is set apart.



